Colorado Rocky Mountains & New Mexico Land of Enchantment

September 13-22, 2011

The splendor of autumn in the Colorado Rockies is a visual masterpiece you will long remember.  The aspen trees with their heart-shaped leaver fluttering in the wind with picture perfect beauty will be awesome.  Colorado is big, bold, and beautiful.  It offers historical places, Native American ruins, cowboys, museums, beautiful scenery and gigantic mountains.  This is an absolutely incredible western journey where you will discover colorful canyons, deep gorges, serene lakes, fascinating cultures, and unrivaled beauty.  Awesome!! You will experience its treasures and bring back memories that will last a lifetime. New Mexico – The Land of Enchantment.  They say the land, the light, the culture, the history, and the legends will awe you.  The state’s turquoise skies and diverse rugged South Western landscape enchants and transforms people of all ages.  New Mexico is home to 22 Indian tribes, 19 Pueblos, 2 Apache tribes and the Navajo Nation.  Experience the unique cultures, customs, and traditions while traveling the scenic byways.  Discover this state’s storied past amidst ancient ruins, etched in petroglyphs. Breathtaking moments await you.  This is an incredible itinerary that has something for everyone!

Day 1 Tuesday, Sept 13. Depart Louisville, KY: Today we board our plane in Louisville, KY for our flight to Albuquerque, NM. Spread out before the dramatic Sandia Mountains, Albuquerque is the metropolis of New Mexico.  Past and present mingle here.  Old town, the original Albuquerque, was founded in 1706 clustered around the plaza at San Filipe de Neri church.  Enjoy the old South West charm, unique shops.  We will learn about the history of this fascinating city.  

Day 2 Wednesday, Sept 14. Albuquerque, NM / Acomo Pueblo: We will experience the drama of an 11,000 square mile panoramic view of New Mexico from the world’s longest Tramway.  From the base to the top of Sandia Peak at 10,378 feet, time and terrain seem to move in harmony as we are lifted from the desert floors above canyons and lush forests, to the mountaintop. 2.7 miles of sky view travel and discovery of New Mexico’s varied landscape and life zones.  The views, both east and west, are spectacular.  We will also visit Acomo Pueblo, a hilltop village also known as Sky City, which has been home to the Native Americans for over 900 continuous years.  Enjoy this ancient city where they still live simply in a lifestyle that dates back centuries. 

Day 3 Thursday, Sept 15. Santa Fe, New Mexico: Wow, Nestled in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains, Santa Fe is America’s oldest capital city and claims a long history and rich cultural heritage.  We will visit the Palace of the Governor’s, which is now a Southwest history museum.  The Palace was constructed as a government building by the Spanish in 1610 and remains the Nation’s oldest public building still in continuous use.  It is older than the state of New Mexico.  Explore the Museum of New Mexico, which houses the country’s most intriguing collection of art, history, and culture.  Plan to visit the Loretto Chapel with its miraculous staircase (sister’s from KY actually traveled and began the church).  Two mysterious surround the spiral staircase and the chapel.  One mystery is the identity of the builder and other mystery is the physics of the staircase construction.  It is very unique. Hear the story and see for yourself.  Many articles and movies, including Unsolved Mysteries, have shared the story.   

Day 4 Friday, Sept 16.  Taos/Durango: The group will have some time to explore Taos before we drive to Durango for a two night stay.  
Day 5 Saturday, Sept 17. Mesa Verde National Park: An incredible day is in store for you with a visit to Mesa Verde National Park.  This is a 52,000-acre park.  It is the largest, the earliest, and the most important discovery that teaches us about the Anasazi Indians.  Today we will learn about the remarkable culture of the Anasazi Indians, the ancient ones.  We will visit the fascinating spruce tree cliff dwellings and view the famous 300-roomed cliff palace.  

Day 6 Sunday, Sept 18.  Durango to Silverton Train Ride: All Aboard!!!!  This morning we board the Denver and Rio Grande historic narrow gauge train for an exciting journey down the scenic river of lost souls gorge.  Sit back and enjoy breathtaking views. Gaze in awe as we make our way through the magnificent canyons and the lush San Juan National Forest.  Next stop is Silverton, Colorado, a frontier-mining town, that will remind you of the wild old west.  Rich in history and culture, you will have fun exploring this old mining town. Then is off to Gunnison but before we arrive we travel through Ouray and Montrose. Very busy day and we will try to make a stop at the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument for some breath taking views. 

Day 7 Monday, Sept 19.  Royal Gorge and Colorado Springs:  Today we visit Royal Gorge Bridge on our way to Colorado Springs and the Air Force Academy.  The Royal Gorge suspends more than 1,053 feet above the Arkansas River.  

Day 8 Tuesday, Sept 20.  Colorado Springs / Pike’s Peak / Garden of the God’s 

Manitou Springs, home of Pike’s Peak, the legendary symbol of the 1859 Gold Rush.  Embark on Pike’s Peak Cog Railway, the world’s highest cog railway, for an 8.9-mile journey to the top of Pike’s Peak (approximately 14,110 ft).  During the journey you will see magnificent views and perhaps animals in their native habitat.  On a clear day you can see Denver and the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in southern Colorado and New Mexico.  Afterwards, we are off to the stunning Garden of the Gods.  This 1,367-acre park at the base of Pike’s Peak is where the Great Plains meets the Rockies and is like a little piece of heaven.  It is listed on the National Register for Historic Places.  You will be amazed by the abundance of plant life here, as well as the magnificent red stone formations such as Kissing Camel and Balanced Rock.  The Visitor’s Center offers exhibits and interesting maps.  

Day 9 Wednesday, Sept 21.  Rocky Mountain National Park / Estes Park 

Today we explore the Rocky Mountain National Park where you will discover the true meaning of “panoramic” as you experience incredible views.  Our journey takes us across the famed trail ridge road, which forms the highest continuous highway in America reaching heights of 12,183 feet.  This celebrated “roof of the Rockies” offers views of massive peaks, rugged canyons, and thundering waterfalls as you cross the continental divide.  Our next stop will be the resort village of Estes Park.  It’s famous for its Stanley Hotel, the inspiration for Stephen King’s novel “The Shining.”  Enjoy some leisure time to meander among its unique shops and fine galleries.  

Day 10 Thursday, Sept 22.  Denver / Travel Home: Today we visit Denver, the mile high city.  We will learn about its history.  Then after lunch, it’s off to the airport for our return flight home.  On our flight home you can reminisce about all the places, sights, and sounds we have experienced the past 10 days. 
The Cost: $1755.00 per person Double occupancy. Please make deposit as soon as possible. Really need to book airfare before any price increase. Package includes round trip airfare, motor-coach travel, lodging, Breakfast each morning@ hotel, Admissions to parks, pueblo’s, museum’s, Silverton/Durango Train ride, tram ride, Gog train to Pike’s Peak, two picnics and seven group meals, step on guides. Note: Travel Insurance available. When making deposits please include your full name as it appears on your driver’s license or passport. Registration forms available online.
